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SEASON OPENING: 
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Osmo Vänskä, conductor 
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- 2022 oubaru Outback 
Go Where Love Takes You. 


The 2022 Subaru Outback. The 2022 Outback is built to take you anywhere. It features the confidence of standard 
Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive with up to 33 MPG and the advanced safety of both standard EyeSight® Driver Assist 
Technology and the available DriverFocus® Distraction Mitigation System. And it's engineered to last, with 96% of 
Outback vehicles sold in the last 10 years still on the road today, more than Honda or Toyota brands.* 


*Based on Experian Automotive vehicles in operation vs. total new registrations for MY2011-2020 as of December 2020. 
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Visit us at our new location! 
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A team dedicated 
to understanding 
where you want 
to go and helping 
you get there. 


Lawyers you know. 


BEST & FLANAGAN 


| Updating your interior doors or moulding? | 


We Know Homes! 


As we head into fall, let us help 
you weatherproof! 


We have a wide variety of storm windows & doors 


Bungalows, Colonial, Craftsman, Mid-Century, Ramblers, Modern & more to prepare you for Minnesota winter. 
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STANDARD 
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& AIR CONDITIONING 


Manufacturer Utility 
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When you install a new furnace and 
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standardheating.com 


*Contact for details. 
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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDREW STARK 


On the Masculinity Myth 


"Human nature, like God,” writes Carolyn Merchant in The Death of Na- 
ture (1980), "consisted of a unity of equal male-female principles." The goal, 
and therefore the answer to many of the world's problems, I believe, is for 
men to get in touch with their feminine sides, to transcend, to free them- 
selves from the shackles of masculinity alone—to achieve spiritual equilib- 
rium, or androgyny of the soul. Why? Because consciousness is feminine. 
This means that, by proxy, it is the feminine that is present, patient, nurtur- 
ing, which plants the tree. In accordance with the gnostics of the first and 
third centuries A.D., German Renaissance philosopher Paracelsus wrote 
that *[w]oman is like the earth and all the elements and in this sense she 
may be considered a matrix; she is the tree which grows in the earth and 
the child is like fruit born of the tree..." And, as history has shown us, the 
masculine drops the tree and considers its use to him. Both are vital. 

I come from an isolated region, where most of the 1,200 impoverished 
residents are remote as abyssal fish. Some of these men, but certainly not all, 
can be racist, sexist, xenophobic, homophobic, transphobic, pugnacious and/ 
or jingoistic, raising their own boys within the same toxic contexts—this, of 
course, is hereditary and systemic, and they lack the tools and experience to 
believe otherwise. (It should be noted that there are misogynistic women as 
well, but that's another discussion altogether. Also, this is not a critique of men 
and masculinity, but toxicity) Brute strength and endurance—in the woods, 
on the field/ice rink—is a currency. Men do not talk about their feelings; they 
hit each other. Because of this and a number of other factors, I developed into 
a person about as emotionally available as a fire hydrant. But I've been work- 
ing on it. How? By getting in touch with my feminine side. 

Тыз has not only become a pop culture cliché; it's become a punch line. 
But our ideal self balances the tightrope between yin (female) and yang 


(male)—aligned with dialectical monism, that confluence of duality and 
unity. It was rocky at first; I didn't have the tools to even know how to begin. 
I tried yoga, but it's tough to balance your chakras when your entire body 
is trembling and there's sweat dripping off the tip of your nose. Meditating 
helps, but years of social media and TV have warped my attention span. 
I started to wonder what my feminine side even meant. Did I need to act 
gentler? More nurturing? Sure. My personality tends to be rigid and isolate. 
But, like many things, I didn't find it until I quit searching. 

I was walking my dogs in the woods, which is how I spend most of my 
free time, and it struck me: peace, stillness, total presence. I wasn't thinking 
about the past or worrying about the future. I wasn't really thinking about 
anything, but rather experiencing the world in real time. I looked at my dogs 
then, and they had literally stopped to smell the flowers. 

Men must learn to be like the women in their lives: gentle, compassion- 
ate, analytical, vulnerable, strong. (These are generalizations, to be sure, 
and based upon my own personal experiences and observances.) They must 
abandon the myth of the testosterone-fueled omnipotent man, who can be 
unpredictable and knee-jerk as an unneutered dog—that same man who 
inflicts violence upon men, women, children and animals; who scalps the 
earth of her forests, and mines her depths, or, as Pliny wrote, ^We trace out 
all the veins of the earth [...] We penetrate into her entrails, and seek for 
treasures..." Men must learn to love nature, to love themselves and others, 
and to talk about their feelings—there's a reason men in the U.S. are about 
four times more likely to commit suicide than women. Masculinity alone 
can be hazardous, poisonous, and femininity is the antidote. In other words, 
masculine and feminine are not polarities, but different currents in the same 
river. H 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Another "Sorry" Situation 


Some people can say egregious things and be 
remembered warmly for decades, quoted with a 
chuckle like Yogi Berra's sage advice, “Always go 
to other people's funerals, otherwise they won't 
come to yours." 

Others may be as egregious, but so obviously 
self-serving, so chilling as to stop one dead in 
one's tracks. The soon-to-be former governor 
of New York's meager apology to the 11 women 
who accused him of physical impropriety is an 
outstanding example. 

In summation, he said, "In my mind I've never 
crossed the line with anyone. But I didn't realize 
the extent to which the line has been redrawn. 
There are generational and cultural shifts that I 
just didn't fully appreciate. And I should have no 
excuses." 

He knew there was a "line," but as long as 
it wasn't in his mind it didn't count? Is the line 
he has in his mind the old one where the wom- 
an—co-worker, underling, stranger—has in her 
mind that she mustn't complain lest she not be 
believed, or perhaps lose her job? 

He wasn't in swaddling clothes or unaware 


during the Anita Hill - Clarence Thomas hearings 
of 1991. And which times have changed? Only the 
past three decades? Back before women won the 
vote in 1920? Certain lines have scarcely deviated 
since the Americans-to-be purportedly set foot on 
Plymouth Rock. Not just for women, but for any- 
one else considered “not the right sort.” 

Estimates state that in 1492 there were likely 
some 60 million natives in the “new” country, and 
in the 1700s, approximately six hundred tribes 
dotted the land with their particular cultures and 
dialects—hunting, growing crops, worshiping 
their gods. 

Their way of life was doomed once the new- 
comers discovered a land rich in game, arable 
land, and the promise of gold. In exchange they 
brought firearms, firewater and smallpox, and 
military leaders the likes of George Armstrong 
Custer and Andrew Jackson who drew lines in 
their own minds detailing the treatment of oth- 
ers. 

'These men offered no apologies, none of the 
selfjustification that this future art, crafted and 
honed with sinuous twists that point blame back 


on the victim(s). Which brings us back to that 
recently-ex governor and his “All-I-dids” and “I- 
didn't-knows" and "She misunderstoods." 

Years ago, too many to cite the source, I read 
a piece written by a medical professional who 
dealt with abused children. During one interview, 
he reported, he asked a seven-year-old boy how 
he knew whether a touch or hug was “good” or 
"bad." The child replied, *One gives and the other 
takes." 

Perhaps an adult, about to place hands on an- 
other, co-worker or stranger, should ask, “Ат I 
giving, or am I taking?" Is this clasp of a shoulder 
in praise of a job well done, or a slow predation 
sliding towards some more private part of the re- 
cipient? Am I celebrating with, or stealing from, 
claiming some part of that person for myself? 

Local children's book author David LaRo- 
chelle recently published How to Apologize, aimed 
at the three to seven set. I congratulated him, kid- 
ding, “You should write a version for adults!” Now 
I fear David's clear, humorous text may be too 


The Cowles Center and the McKnight Foundation's Artist Fellowships Program present 


SOLO 


Six World-Premiere Dance Films 


September 18", 2021 at 7:50 PM CST at The Cowles Center 


Join us after the show for a Meet the Artist post-show discussion! 
Livestream and On Demand options available 


Renée Copeland (2018) 
Erika Bettin (Italy) 


Sharon Mansur (2018) 


Yara Boustany, Andrea Shaker and Mette 
Loulou von Kohl (Lebanon, MN, NY) 


Yeniel *Chini" Perez Domenech (2018) 


Ephrat Asherie (NY) 


2018 and 2019 SOLO Fellows and their 


Commissioned Choreographers 


Erin Thompson (2019) 
Bebe Miller (OH) 


Joseph “ММ Joe" Tran (2019) 
Rudi Goblen (CT/FL) 


Elayna Waxse (2019) 
Bobbi Jene Smith (NY) 


Photo of Joseph "MN Joe" Tran by V. Paul Virtucio 


complex. H 
Get ticketsat MAREN 
TheCowlesCenter.org — ; і 
or scan this OR code. [Œ] 

Ticket Prices (Fees Included) 
$25 Cowles premiere showing 
$20 Livestream or On Demand 
until September 25", 2021 


TheCowlesCenter.org 
612.206.3600 


MCKNIGHT 


ARTIST 


FELL@WSHIPS 
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SCENE 


My Safe Word Is Onomatopoelc 


ARTS & CULTURE | BY ANDREW STARK 


Fast Times at Rubber Ball USA 


After watching a grown man willfully dis- 
robe in front of a gathering group of strangers, 
most of whose body parts that would normally 
be covered are now mostly uncovered—be- 
neath pasties, G-strings, tiny swatches of neo- 
prene—and after watching this man, down to 
his red boxer briefs, get shackled to a large 
wooden X-cross by a woman clad in an abbrevi- 
ated latex sun dress, I think about my dogs. It's 
been raining off and on all night. And Barney's 
scared of the rain. 

The woman swings a leather bullwhip, 
winding up as a pitcher might, and strikes the 
man across the back with such force that I 
wince and turn to my left, facing another man 
in arubber puppy mask, whose eyes inside the 
mask meet my own. 

That's the thing about the Rubber Ball 
USA: Your eyes don't know where to look, and 
all night mine seem to be ricocheting all over 
the Historic Concord Exchange in South Saint 
Paul. 

“Our event is very much the spiritual suc- 
cessor to the Rubber Ball produced by Mis- 
tress Jean Bardot from the '90s through the 
early '00s," says Vincent Valcroft, Director of 
Marketing & Entertainment for Rubber Ball 
USA, and Assistant Manager of Bondesque in 
Uptown Minneapolis. “In 2016, we approached 
Mistress Bardot and asked her if we could 
give new life to the Rubber Ball event she'd 
produced in the past. We were granted the pro- 
duction rights, and we produced our first Min- 
neapolis Rubber Ball. It was one of the biggest 
fetish parties the Cities had seen, featuring an 
impressive lineup of international fetish stars, 
and we've kept growing since." 

'There are bunny masks, gas masks, mas- 
querade masks, gimp masks, fullface leather 
BDSM masks studded with metal bullets. There 
are sensory-deprivation hoods, muzzles, folks in 
puppy suits being led around on leashes. There 
are horse bits, chastity harnesses, and all man- 
ner of exposed human flesh. There is a tall man 
in full (rubber) Scottish bagpiper regalia, made 
taller by platform shoes and towering feather 
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plume. There are furry tails everywhere. I 
watch a ball-gagged girl flogged on all fours. I 
watch a willowy man in lingerie tied down and 
tickled, his ruby red stilettos writhing. There 
are beautiful people everywhere I look, laugh- 
ing, conversing, observing, respecting each 
other's space and boundaries. And the freedom 
of sexual expression is so palpable here at the 
Concord you could practically distill it. 

I try not to ogle, and instead perform a va- 
cant dumbshow of ennui, fixing my gaze in the 
middle distance, as if Гуе seen all this before. 

I am not wearing rubber. I’m wearing a 
blazer over a contextually alien Hawaiian shirt, 
pleated black pants cropped above the ankle, 
and black oxfords with no socks. I mention 
this only because many of the people I pass 
look from my face to my ankles and back to my 
face—so often, in fact, that I start to compul- 
sively look down at my ankles. A group of girls 
in bodysuits, some wearing cat ears. А man 


) Photos by Eye On Fetish - € 2021 Gerry Koehler 


lounging on the landing in ass-less chaps. An 
oiled bodybuilder in nothing but a thong and 
bowtie and, if memory serves, a little hat. In 
the men's room, I nod to an elderly gentleman 
whose top hat has the word DADDY in metal 
letters across its band as another guy struggles 
to free himself from his rubber puppy suit. So 
many pairs of exposed breasts (nipples cov- 
ered, however precariously, as per RBUSA's 
guidelines) that I feel the muscles under my 
left eye begin to twitch. 

"The people who attend our events are so 
wonderful," Valcroft says, “апа they often ex- 
press how happy and grateful they are to be [at 
the Rubber Ball], and how much fun they're 
having. As a producer, hearing this kind of 
feedback is what makes it all worth it." 

Over the crowded dance floor, DJs noise 
and Fenris drop beats vacillating between omi- 
nous/ecstatic and dreamy. There are various 
tables set up by local purveyors of luxury gear: 


BY ANDREW STARK 


CherriTree Designs sells handmade leather 
corsets and other goods (including paddles 
stitched with words like BRAT, PRINCESS, 
MASTER and BITCH); Haus of Elle provides 
artisanal leather harnesses, collars and cuffs; 
Lazarus Redmayne's The Duchy, “опе of the 
oldest and friendliest places on the web to learn 
about rope bondage" and one of SexualAlpha's 
2020 Top 50 Kinky & BDSM Blogs, offers 
bondage tutorials in an upstairs corner; and 
the Centre for Sexual Wellness (“sex-positive, 
LGBTQIA- friendly, and kink-competent") is 
stationed at an info booth. 

And then there are the performers, whose 
athleticism is nothing short of astonishing. 
There's no cool, affected ennui here; my jaw 
literally goes slack. When Megan the ManEat- 
er Carter performs a series of, like, backflip/ 
splits and repeatedly sticks the landing, I rattle 
my head, dazzled. And with every subsequent 
performer—Mistress Jean Bardot, Madame 
Bee, Blackryver, the internationally lauded 
RubberDoll—the crowd is transfixed, beam- 
ing, alight. 

'To me, RBUSA is not simply about sex; it's 


a triumph of expressive freedom, of individu- 
ality and the total absence of judgment. Or, as 
Valcroft puts it, *a celebration where we can all 
embrace the kinky, glamorous and sexy part of 
ourselves that we don't necessarily show day- 
to-day." 

The drive home is peaceful, South Saint 
Paul's vacant streets misting. Barney greets me 
at the door, storm-torn and quivering. When I 
take him out to go potty, he keeps looking up 
at my face, like, “I’m cool. I already pissed in 
your bedroom." 


Back upstairs, I crack a beer and recline on 
the couch in front of the TV, both dogs coiled 
on my lap. If there were a loved one beside 
me, our faces lit by HBO's aquarium glow, this 
would be the picture of Rockwellian domestic- 
ity. I consider my comfort zone, and how to- 
night its perimeter grew slightly. And I imagine 
all those folks at the Rubber Ball across town, 
still celebrating into the night, perhaps wonder- 
ing when—and where to—that strange guy in 
the Hawaiian shirt could've disappeared. Per- 
haps not. Ё 
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One Treatment Center 
Does Not Fit All 


Exclusively Serving the LGBTQ+ Community 


Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize in: 

* Drug & Alcohol Abuse 

* Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 

* Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 

* Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable safe 
alternative to traditional treatment programs for 30 years. 


The Pride Institute accepts insurances from: 


* Blue Cross Blue Shield 


* Health Parters 
* Preferred One 


* United 
* Aetna 
* Cigna 
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* UBH/Medica 
* MN Medicaid 
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OUR SCENE 


GOMING ATTRAGTIONS | BY BRETT BURGER 


Touring Broadway Is Back! 


While we continue to see many of our own 
local theatres reopen, the return of touring 
Broadway is imminent. Hennepin Theatre Trust 
announced a jam-packed season before the pan- 
demic hit in 2020, but was forced to reschedule 
everything. However, we're slowly getting there 
which means touring Broadway will be here be- 
fore you know it. No, really—the first one's at the 
end of September! 

'The delta variant has caused many issues and 
thrown many plans out the door, which is why I 
suggest visiting hennepintheatretrust.org/broad- 
wayticketinfo for the most up-to-date ticket infor- 
mation. Cats originally was slated for this tour, 
however it has been cancelled. 


DISNEY'S FROZEN 
Sept. 30 - Oct. 20, 2021 

The story of Anna and Elsa is one that has 
played in probably every household across the 
country—whether you have kids or not—and 
we've all given full performances in our cars to 
"Let It Go." 

When the kingdom of Arendelle becomes 
trapped in a never-ending winter, Anna joins 
forces with Kristoff, a young mountaineer, to save 
her sister, Queen Elsa, and the kingdom from her 
icy spell. With hits like Let It Go, Love Is an Open 
Door, and Do You Want to Build a Snowman?, the 
Frozen musical will be the perfect treat for Min- 
nesotans as we not only return to the theatre but 
prepare for winter. 


OKLAHOMA! 
Nov. 9 - 14, 2021 

Before I get into it, see it. Buy your tickets. 
Do it. Listen, I know you're thinking "But Brett, 
its Oklahoma! Really?" Really. Even as a musi- 
cal theatre connoisseur, I just saw this Rodgers 
& Hammerstein musical for the first time when 
it was on Broadway in 2019. This was billed as a 
new and innovative production in celebration of 
its 75th anniversary, and this production was dif- 
ferent. While the songs remained the same, the 
feeling had changed. Less Golden Age and more 
gritty, dark and sexy. Set in an intimate, immer- 
sive style, in the round production, the show even 
served cornbread and chili during intermission. 
If I haven't sold you on this production yet, go lis- 
ten to Damon Daunno sing "The Surrey with the 
Fringe on Top." Trust me, you'll swoon. 

This version of Oklahoma! is described as a 
"stripped down" version to "reveal the dark psy- 
chological truths at its core, Daniel Fish's re- 
orchestrated and re-imagined production of this 
classic...tells a story of a community circling its 
wagons against an outsider, and the violence of 
the frontier that shaped America." 


ANASTASIA 
December 7- 19, 2021 
Anastasia is not a Broadway musical and com- 
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bines the original story of both the 1956 Fox film 
and the 1997 animated film (one of my favorites). 
The story is a well-known one that takes place in 
Russia and is about the lost Princess Anastasia 
Romanov. While I'm slightly upset that some of 
my favorite aspects of the movie are replaced with 
other ideas (there's no Rasputin, which means no 
In the Dark of the Night song), Tm still fairly ex- 
cited. Some of the songs in this musical still give 
me shivers, including Once Upon a December and 
Journey to the Past. 


COME FROM AWAY 
January 11 - 23, 2022 

Ilove musicals, but you know what I love even 
more? Ninety-minute no-intermission musicals. 
Sometimes I get a little antsy in my seat, which is 
why I loved seeing Come from Away on Broadway 
a few years ago. The musical is short but full of 
emotion and some fantastic musical theatre mo- 
ments. 

Come from Away is a Canadian musical that 
is set a week following the 9/11 attacks. It tells 
the true story of what transpired when 38 planes 
were ordered to land unexpectedly in the small 
town of Gander in the province of Newfound- 
land and Labrador, Canada. What's unique is 
that many of these characters are based on the 
actual 7,000 stranded travelers and real Gander 
residents. 


JERSEY BOYS 
February 3 - 5, 2022 

A quick run, however it's been here before 
which is probably why it's here for only a few 
performances. Jersey Boys is a musical biography 
about the Four Seasons rock 'n' roll group. A de- 
lightful night for those who may have grown up 
with this music. This jukebox musical covers the 
formation, rise, success and eventual break-up of 
the iconic group. 


PRETTY WOMAN: THE MUSICAL 
February 22 - 27, 2022 

When people think of Pretty Woman, they 
think "Big mistake. Big. Huge." Some also 
thought about this when it was turned into a mu- 
sical. I haven't seen it and frankly I can't remem- 
ber how critics received it when it premiered on 
Broadway. The musical is based on the movie of 
the same name and takes place in Hollywood. It 
centers around Vivian Ward, a sex worker who is 
hired by Edward Lewis, a wealthy businessman, 
to be his escort to several social functions. How- 
ever, you guessed it, the strictly financial busi- 
ness arrangement slowly begins bubbling into a 
developing relationship. 


HADESTOWN 
March 15 - 20, 2022 
The multi Tony award-winning musical is 


coming here and I can't wait to see it again. I 
was lucky enough to see it a few months after it 
won so many Tony awards and even saw it with 
the original cast. I don't want to spoil anything 
so ГЇЇ give a very simple summary straight 
from the website, however I can't recommend 
it more. 

Hadestown intertwines two mythic tales—that 
of young dreamers Orpheus and Eurydice, and 
that of King Hades and his wife Persephone—as 
it invites viewers on a hell-raising journey to the 
underworld and back. 


THE PROM 
April 12 - 17, 2022 

All ГЇЇ say is that I hope this musical is bet- 
ter in person than it was as an atrocious Netflix 
movie. Not even my favorite—Meryl Streep— 
could save it from the annoying and stereotypi- 
cal performance that was James Corden's. That 
being said, we will be seeing this show and we 
will be supporting it because at the root of it, it's a 
show about young queer love and we need more 
of that these days. 

The musical follows four Broadway actors 
who are mourning the potential fall of their ca- 
reers after another bust of an opening night. They 
travel to a small conservative town in Indiana to 
help a young lesbian student who was banned 
from bringing her girlfriend to the high school 
prom. 


MOULIN ROUGE! THE MUSICAL 
May 18 - June 5, 2022 

Another musical based on a fantastic movie, 
this musical adaption is pretty fun. Is it abso- 
lutely groundbreaking? No. Is it still a fun night 
and an electrifying show to see? Absolutely. Set 
in Paris during the Belle Epoque at the turn of 
the 20th century, the musical tells the story of 
Christian, a young composer who falls in love 
with a cabaret actress, Satine. The musical, like 
the movie, weaves together original songs in a 
jukebox-style musical and even includes songs 
that haven't been released since the film's origi- 
nal premiere. 

Yes, many of your favorite pop diva's songs do 
make an entrance at one point. 


AIN'T TOO PROUD - THE 
LIFE AND TIMES OF THE 


TEMPTATIONS 
June 28 - July 10, 2022 

Similar to Jersey Boys, this jukebox musical 
tells the story of the great Temptations and their 
rise. Featuring songs like Baby Love, Come See 
About Me, You Can't Hurry Love and My Girl, this 
show is bound to be a great night for anyone who 
grew up listening to this group. Ё 
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EAT THE MENU | BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


SIDEBAR 2.0 


Гуе heard of people being put into a medical coma....but—a restau- 
rant? Covid’s the culprit. 

Last September the Surdyk clan opened sweet little Sidebar, a bistro 
adjoining their iconic Nordeast drink-and-deli Fountain of Life for food- 
ies. It flourished until November, when restaurant doors slammed shut 
all across the city. The good news is: it’s back. 

And even better—a new menu from a new chef, who just happens to 
live right down the block. His resume includes stints at the prestigious 
Alinea and Next in Chicago; swanky Inn at Little Washington outside 
DC; and Nashville diners’ darling Pinewood Social. Closer to home, he’s 
worked at Spoon and Stable and luxe Canoe Bay in Wisconsin, before 
the pandemic motivated him to hunker down in his Nordeast condo. 
Time to un-hunker! Lucky Surdyk’s. Lucky us. 

Sitting at one of the bistro’s sidewalk tables again, it almost feels like 
Paris (well, if you squint). Oh, not along the Champs-Elysées—rather, 
in a cozy corner off the tourist track. As you study the carte du vin, 
folks stroll by with designer dogs and baby strollers huge as SUVs, stop- 
ping to inspect the eclectic storefronts along the way—antiques shops, 
vintage wear, coffee houses, and a wine shop: Surdyk’s. The wine I’m 
sipping called to me from the menu’s well-curated list, available in 3 oz. 
and 6 oz. pours suitable for pairing, course by course, as well as full 
bottles (and only a $7 corkage fee if you’ve chosen a bottle from inside 
the store). 

Sip and swirl as you inspect the kitchen’s list of snacks, leading off 
with composed boards to share of cheeses, charcuterie or crudités 
($20). Nibble on a french fry (tres Parisian) or fried cheese curd (not : 7 
so much). Or summon, as I did, a platter of green garlic fritters—lightly ` BeefTartare Tostada, Smoked Mascarpone, Watermelon Radish, Cilantro. 


E. M 
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scented, light in body, and well-served by a dip- 
ping pool of melty goat cheese fonduta: not the 
modest Minnesota Nice version, either, but a 
well-aged, nicely sharp and forward number. 

'The menus' Dinner section gambols from a 
dish of charred spring onions ($12) to a husky 
Peterson Farms New York strip ($25) served 
with grilled broccolini and black garlic steak 
sauce. Sidebar's popular cheeseburger ($16) 
returns on the new menu, occupying prime 
real estate on many a table during my visits. 
Instead, I chose my beef raw, as celebrated in 
a snazzy plate of carpaccio (oddly called "tar- 
tare" on this menu): silky, ruddy leaves that 
could almost convert a vegan with its true, 
sweet beef flavor, brightened by a punch from 
pickled ramps and a tasty topknot of Alpine 
cheese. 

Next, the snapper crudo— silky, ivory shav- 
ings of the uncooked fish, this time accented 
with white asparagus, served crisply under- 
cooked (I do prefer a few more seconds in 
the steamer), along with fennel and lovage oil. 
Good try, but not the jackpot: too white/bland 
in appearance, plus a composition of elements 
that sat politely side-by-side sans much natural 
chemistry. 

The bigoli pasta proved both original and 
comforting—a good trick worked by pairing 
ropy bigoli with earthy morels, chewy-textured 
fava beans and truffled, Parm-like pecorino. 
Nice dish. Or summon the lumache pasta, un- 
tasted, flavored with ramp pesto, lemon bread- 
crumbs and Parmesan. 

Three sweets ($12) are listed, starting with 
a creamy hunk of blue cheese brilliantly paired 
with whipped maple syrup. Next, yogurt 
mousse delivered in a huge compote layered 
with fennel jam and tangy rhubarb, a who-knew 
combo that proved an adept alliance, under a 
spritz of Campari and scattering of shortbread 
cookie crumbs (nice but overkill). 

Of course, you must offer guests a choco- 
late number (there's a state law, I believe) and 
Sidebar's dark chocolate cremeux soothes and 
satiates exactly as it's supposed to: a nubile, 
not-too-sweet bar that fosters a sinful grin on 
your face as it melts on your tongue. It's nice- 
ly accented with hazelnut-flavored whipped 
cream. With it, I ordered a sip of the sparkling 
Spanish Portell cava and envied the chef, who 
didn’t have far to walk home at the end of the 
night. ll 


303 E. Hennepin Ave. 
612-379-3232 
Sidebaratsurdyks.com 


Custom Framing and Local Art 
2022A Ford Parkway 
St. Paul, MN 55116 
651-698-3372 


WWW.FRAMEWORKS-GALLERY.COM 


CREATE YOUR 
UNIQUE 
WEDDING 
RING STYLE 


een. А 
WË ent: us S NU < 


Hundreds of unigue designs customized to tell your story 
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() Q | | 651.321.9267 
EWE RV RESIN КОЕП www.jewelrybyjohan.com 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 15 


EVERY MONTH 
IS PRIDE MONTH 


This year’s East Central Minnesota Pride will be unlike any other—for more reasons than one. 


Of course, June will always be Pride Month. 
But Pride isn't something that can be con- 
tained to just 30 days—it's a state of mind, a 
never-ending celebration of oneself. So when 
Fast Central Minnesota Pride 2021 had to be 
pushed back from June to September, the LG- 
BTQ+ community wasn't too upset about it: we 
just get to prolong the celebration. 

"Pride will continue to bring some great 
music from two bands—Jacob Mahon and the 
Salty Dogs and the Rebel Queens," says ECMN 
Pride committee member Julie Redpath. “Апа 
we look forward to welcoming Martina Mar- 
raccino as emcee and between-sets entertain- 
ment. The most noticeable difference for this 
16th Pride is that it's being held in September 
rather than traditionally being held during 
Pride Month—the first Sunday in June." 

Redpath says their plan was to switch to the 
first Saturday in June rather than hosting the 
event on a Sunday, as it has been done in the 
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past. Also, to allow for social distancing and 
COVID-19 health protocols, they're switching 
from classic picnic food grilled on-site—burg- 
ers, brats, and the trimmings—to hiring a few 
food trucks. “Еог sure we'll have trucks offer- 
ing tacos and BBQ ribs and some awesome 
sweet treats from a local coffee house," she 
adds. 

In the mix of this year's food trucks are 
Burnsville-based Tacos Tacuba, Brooklyn Park- 
based Run Tell That BBQ, Pine City-based Cab- 
in Coffees. Minneapolis-based Sandy's Grill & 
Italian Ice will be parked a block north at Three 
Twenty Brewing Co., 135 5th St. SE. 

^We have an exciting boost in community 
involvement this year,” Redpath says. “Follow- 
ing the Pride in the Park music portion (1:00 
— 5:00 p.m.), at 7:00 p.m., the Highway 61 Film 
Festival will be showing four short LGBTO+ 
themed films at the Pine Center for the Arts 
building located across the street from Robin- 


Continued on page 18 


Mylie's Catering Service 
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A social and support group of Gay, Bi, and Questioning Men 
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Parents, friends, families and allies - 
united with the LGBTQ + people 
of East Central Minnesota 


www.ECMNPFLAG.org 
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son Park. Also, across from Robinson Park 
at the other end of the street, Froggy's Bar 
and Grill will be hosting a drag show at 9:00 
p.m.” 

Redpath says that, while at first she was 
reluctant to make the switch from Sunday 
to Saturday for this year's Pride events, it 
seems that changing to Pride on Saturday 
has made a difference to downtown Pine 
City businesses. 

"Hopefully it'll turn out to be good for 
business and a lot of fun to be involved this 
year,” she says. “Froggy’s and the film fes- 
tival are new participants. Three Twenty 
Brewing has offered support and Pride 
specials for several years. I think people 
are ready to gather together and have fun. 
Perhaps this is the time the local business- 
es felt it was worth their energy and effort 
to continue the party into the evening with 
an eye toward including more people.” 

In addition to the annual Pride activities, 
this year both the Minnesota Department 
of Health and Pine County Health and Hu- 
man Services are collaborating to provide 
COVID-19 vaccines to those interested at 
East Central Minnesota Pride on that Sat- 
urday afternoon, September 18. 

Local businesses and homes that would 
like to show their support can contact 
members of the Pride Committee or the 
Pine City Area Chamber of Commerce for 
an “АП Are Welcome Here” sticker or rain- 
bow flag to display on their storefronts or 
homes. 

And, as Redpath says, “АП Are Wel- 
come Here” truly is the message the folx of 
ECMN Pride want the community to take 
away from the event. 

“All are welcome,” she affirms. “Come 
celebrate STRONGER TOGETHER.”For 
more information about ECMN Pride, visit 
eastcentralminnesotapride.org H 
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CHANNELING 
THAT INNER FIRE 


Fire. There's something magical, primal 
about it—the foremost element, the impetus 
for humans taking that first important step into 
civilization. The ancient Greeks said that the 
Titan Prometheus stole fire from the gods to 
give to humans, and that it was considered one 
of the most precious and valuable gifts given, 
coveted by the Olympians who thought it only 
worthy of the immortals. 

Metal is equally potent—the element that 
elevated humans from relying on simple stone 
tools, and allowed them to create pieces that 
were both beautiful and deadly. 

Flickering flames, the slow march of bub- 
bling lava, the radiating waves of heat from 
desert sand, the sinuous flow of molten steel... 
it can be mesmerizing to watch, to lose yourself 
in its power and magnetism. Equally mesmer- 
izing is talking with someone whose passion in 
life involves blending those ancient elements of 
fire and metal. 

Seven Bailey—metal fabricator, artist, weld- 
er—has that passion, and it shows in their cre- 
ations and collaborations, two of which can be 
seen right here in Minneapolis. Seven helped 
in the construction of artist Tristan Al-Had- 
dad's massive 10-ton sculpture Nimbus, which 
is currently in place above Nicollet Mall's The- 
ater in the Round, located in front of the Min- 
neapolis Central Library. Another collaborative 
sculpture is entitled Purple Raindrop, which 
was inspired by Prince's Purple Rain. Twin Cit- 
jes visual artist and Phillips neighborhood resi- 
dent Esther Osayande designed the seductive- 
ly curving metal piece, and Seven, along with 
fellow female welder Heather Doyle, brought 
it to life in steel. 

I spoke with Seven about their path in life, 
and how it's led to becoming part of the new 
Netflix competition series Metal Shop Masters, 
in which a select group of metal artists cut, 
torch and weld steel creations in hopes of walk- 
ing away with the $50,000 grand prize. 

WHERE DID YOU GROW UP, GO TO SCHOOL? WE'D 
LOVE TO GET SOME BACKGROUND ON YOU FOR OUR 


READERS WHO DON'T KNOW YOU, OR DON'T KNOW 
YOU WELL. 


I grew up in Winona, MN. I attended school 
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at Winona Senior High and graduated in '99. I 
had three passions as a teen: karate, film and 
art. I focused mostly on mixed media but re- 
ally dove into photography and film as a se- 
nior. After I graduated, I attended St. Mary's 
University, where I majored in Studio Art with 
an emphasis on metal sculpture. I was dealing 
with a broken heart at the time—I had just lost 
my first love to a tragic car accident. I had a 
difficult time applying myself to basic studies, 
so I dropped out after my first year. I firmly be- 
lieved at the time that it was what was needed 
for me to grow, and that if I were to be an artist, 
I wouldn't need a degree to accomplish it. 

DID YOU ALWAYS WANT TO GO INTO THE FIELD 


OF WELDING AS A CAREER? WHAT PIQUED YOUR 
INTEREST IN THIS VOCATION? 


Iwas an only child for most of the time I was 
growing up, and I was always entertaining my- 
self. I found that drawing, painting, and build- 
ing things brought me joy. There were a few 
pivotal moments that I believe contributed to 
my love of welding; these moments also helped 


me to open my eyes and learn more about what 
it meant to be young and queer. 

The first moment was seeing the movie 
Flashdance as a kid. I remember being so fas- 
cinated by the raw sexuality in the movie, and 
seeing how unapologetic Alex was about tak- 
ing up space after really coming into her own. 
It wasn't just that she was able to take up space 
as a woman welder in a male-dominated indus- 
try; it was also that she was able to be seen as 
a biracial woman in the very white world of 
professional dance. It was owning her art and 
body while working in the club, showing a side 
of sex work that many had not seen. Of course, 
the movie is very dated and has flaws, but as a 
kid, there were so many things that I wanted to 
know and do after watching it. I always say that 
my life has imitated art, since I'm a Black weld- 
er who happens to be married to a burlesgue 
performer and a very proud sex worker. 

The second moment relating to my gueer 
roots (at this point I feel like I'm giving you 
six degrees of separation surrounding the 
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impact of film and my gueerness) was when 
Bound came out in 1996, and I was 15 years old. 
The character Corky had the worst name, but 
embodied all that I wanted to be. So I started 
moving into my butch identity and became fas- 
cinated by all things Gina Gershon, including 
this noir movie called Palmetto, in which she 
portrayed a metal artist. I think it was at that 
point I thought, This is it: I can weld, do art and 
be queer. 

YOU'VE DONE SEVERAL LARGE METAL ART PIECES. 


WHAT PROMPTED OR LED YOU TOWARDS THE 
ARTISTIC SIDE OF METAL WORK? 


That would be me meeting the person I 
lovingly refer to as my "work wife," Heather 
Doyle. She is the Artistic Director of the Chi- 
cago Avenue Fire Arts Center (CAFAC) and 
the founder of Industryelle, a group that col- 
laborates on metal art here in the Twin Cities. 
Ihad been working as a welder and fabricator 
for almost 10 years when we met. I asked if she 
needed help with anything and she brought me 
in on a project. We've been together ever since. 
We complement one another so perfectly— 
she's about vision, movement and fluidity, and 
I lean towards precision, functionality and the 
overall execution of things. I believe it's been 
her artistic vision—which really highlights the 
impact of metal art—that has truly inspired, 
shaped and motivated me. 

DO YOU STILL TEACH AT DUNWOODY? WHAT DO YOU 


LOVE ABOUT TEACHING, OR GETTING PROSPECTIVE 
STUDENTS INTERESTED IN THE FIELD? 


I no longer teach at Dunwoody, but I do 
teach advanced fabrication classes at CAFAC. 
Teaching has a big part of my heart; I love shar- 
ing knowledge about welding and fabrication 
with others. It's a gift to possess these skills, 
and I firmly believe in sharing them to em- 
power others to make them their own. Welding 
and metal fabrication has given me a beautiful 
career path that continues to evolve. It's big- 
ger than just being a welder. My path has gone 
from welder, to manager, instructor, welding 
inspector, artist, and back again. Now it's 2021 
and I'm about to be on Netflix! I couldn't have 
predicted that. I can say, however, that I plan on 
continuing to use any platform I have to share 
this world, and my experience, with others. I 
remain focused on reaching marginalized folx. 
There are endless opportunities in the world of 
metal, and the more visible we all are, the more 
we can reach out and support one another. 


HOW DID YOU GET CHOSEN FOR METAL SHOP 
MASTERS? DID YOU APPLY, OR WERE YOU 
NOMINATED BY SOMEONE? 


I was contacted by a producer, and to this 
day, I have no idea how they found out about 
me or why they asked me to be a part of the 
show. I originally wanted to turn the opportuni- 
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ty down. I had to sit with what me being on the 
show represents. To me, it's important to be 
visible. I haven't seen many Black, trans, non- 
binary queers in the welding world—let alone 
on TV. It's important for us to keep taking up 
space, sharing our experiences, and to keep on 
shining. I definitely did it for the culture. 

| OFTEN WATCH FORGED IN FIRE, AND ENJOY SEEING 
THE CAMARADERIE BETWEEN THE COMPETITORS, AS 
OPPOSED TO, SAY, THE BACKSTABBING ON SHOWS 
LIKE SURVIVOR. THEY GENUINELY SEEM TO GET 
ALONG, AND DON'T TAKE PLEASURE IN WATCHING 

A COMPETITOR'S PROJECT BREAK OR NOT MAKE 

THE CUT. DID YOU FIND THAT THERE WAS A LOT OF 
SUPPORT BETWEEN COMPETITORS ON METAL SHOP 
MASTERS, EVEN THOUGH EVERYONE IS ULTIMATELY 
HOPING TO BE THE WINNER? 


I had the opportunity to meet six people 
who I now get to call my family. We all have 
different backstories and experiences in the in- 
dustry, and we're still all on a group chat. 

I most recently met up in Alabama with ba- 
dass Leah Aripotch to work on the Mothers of 
Gynecology Monument (www.anarchalucybet- 
sey.org), which was created by artist Michelle 
Browder. It was an absolute gift to be able to 
collaborate with an artist of Leah's caliber. 
While we were down there, our brothers from 
the show met up with us, as they were also 
collaborating on a project down in Louisiana. I 
think it's so wonderful that the show brought 
us together and that we became family to one 
another. I love that we continue to connect and 
create together. 

YOU'VE WORKED ON TWO VERY SOCIALLY AND 
CULTURALLY SIGNIFICANT PIECES; ONE HERE IN 
THE CITIES, AND ONE DOWN IN ALABAMA. TELL ME 


ABOUT THOSE, AND WHAT YOUR INVOLVEMENT IN 
НЕ TO BRING THEM TO FRUITION MEANT TO 


I don't seek these projects; they tend to find 
me. Systemic abuse, and murder of Black and 
Indigenous people is happening every single 
day. It's important to have a voice now more 
than ever—this generation refuses to stay si- 
lent about the social injustices of BIPOC his- 
tory and the modern day experience in the 
U.S. Art is a constant visual reminder of that; 


where we were, where we are, and where we 
are going. For example, in Alabama there's a 
statue in front of their capital building of James 
Marion Sims. Sims is celebrated as the “Father 
of Modern Gynecology"; people don't realize 
that he tortured enslaved women by perform- 
ing crude experiments on them without anes- 
thesia. Sims would then offer the procedure to 
wealthy white women who were sedated. Artist 
Michelle Browder had heard of my work and 
reached out to me for help bringing a more fit- 
ting monument to Montgomery in response to 
the real truth behind what Sims did. She lov- 
ingly titled them “The Mothers of Gynecology.” 
In July, I took a team of women down there to 
give body and face crafted from donated metal 
and gynecological instruments to these wom- 
en. People will see this monument and hope- 
fully bring light to Anarcha, Lucy and Betsey, 
who are the epitome of resilience—they were 
Black women who will not be forgotten. 

At home I was reached out to help re-create 
the fist in George Floyd Square (GFS) that 
Jordan Powell-Karis created during the upris- 
ing. The community felt there was a need to 
construct it out of something that could not be 
burned—obviously metal was the clear choice. 
Ihadalittle over a week to assemble a team and 
start fabrication, as we were to do the install on 
MLK Day. Once I had a full team of volunteers 
we worked together to get it done in just four 
days. The GFS community then came together 
and erected it within 40 minutes from start to 
finish. It is still standing, as we're still asking 
for a list of demands to be met. It will continue 
to be there as it is the “Heart” of the square. 

ТЇЇ continue to use my skills to bring impor- 
tant stories to light, support my community, 
create healing spaces and share the beautiful 
world of metal fabrication. My mission in life is 
to support and empower others—metal art just 
happens to be my vessel. 

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO A PERSON WHO'S 
INTERESTED IN MAKING METAL WORK AND WELDING 


A VOCATION—EITHER IN THE TECHNICAL FIELD OR 
THE ARTISTIC FIELD? 


NETWORK! Building a strong network of 
humans really helps shape the world you want 
to cultivate around you. Grab onto opportuni- 
ties that speak to you, and don't pass up oppor- 
tunities out of fear. 

If you're interested in getting into the world 
of welding, art, or both, please feel free to 
reach out to me! Check out Dunwoody College 
of Technology if you're interested in going the 
academic route. If you're leaning towards art, 
stop by the Chicago Avenue Fire Arts Center 
and get connected with an amazing community 
of educators and artists ready to share the gifts 
of heat, spark and flame with metal. li 
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ST. PAUL ART CRAWL: 
ЗО YEARS OF 
SHOWCASING ART 


BY SHANE LUECK 


Art enthusiasts rejoice! The St. Paul Art 
Crawl is back for 2021 and celebrates 30 years 
of supporting local artists, but this year brings 
a major change that allows visitors to take in 
even more art, galleries and performances. 

What traditionally would have been a single 
weekend travelling through St. Paul's neigh- 
borhoods will be spread across September 
through December. Each St. Paul “district” will 
essentially have their own weekend for artists 
to showcase their creations. 

*The whole idea is to give people more 
chances to look at art and to look at more art- 
ists, because it was overwhelming to go to all 
of them in one weekend,” says Barbara Evan, 
aresident artist and planning committee mem- 
ber. "That means you can look longer; you 
don't feel harried. You can take your time look- 
ing at the art. I see it as a positive thing." 

Evan represents the Harriet Island Artists, 
who will be hosting visitors the weekend of Oc- 
tober 8-10. “We're calling it Art on the Island, 
even though we're not located right on Harriet 


Andrea «n studio. Courtesy Ө 
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Island,” Evan says. “But then, Harriet Island 
isn't really an island, so we decided to stretch 
it a bit.” 

The artists are coming out of a year of un- 
certainty as the repercussions of the pandemic 
and building sales have forced many of them to 
move from one space to another. ^We just have 
to adapt is what it boils down to,” Evan says, 
noting that moving spaces into a renovated 
building has actually worked out well for the 
artists. 

Now, Harriet Island Artists are once again 
able to open up their work spaces and invite 
guests to view their work, eat, drink, dance and 
enjoy live performances. Art on the Island will 
feature open art studios, live music, interactive 
art demonstrations, food trucks, live perfor- 
mances, and tango demonstrations all in one 
place. 

Guests can wander the fourth and fifth 
floors of the newly remodeled Farwell Ozmun 
Kirk Warehouse to see painters, drawing art- 
ists, and more showcasing diverse styles from 
traditional to contemporary and everything 
in between. The building, located at 106 West 
Water Street, is in process of being renamed to 
“Warehouse 2", but is still on maps and search- 
able as “ACVR Warehouse." 

^We've been working for two years now and 
we're ready to have visitors," Evan says. "We'd 
love to see people and can't wait to show every- 
one our work." ll 


Art on the Island 

October 8-10 

106 West Water Street, St Paul 
stpaulartcollective.org 
facebook.com/HarrietlslandArtists 
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LIVES 


SERVE OUR SOCIETY | BY MIKE MARCOTTE 


Queer Grace Community 


A church for queers, by queers 


Religious trauma is real, especially within 
the LGBTQIA+ community. 

Queer Grace Community, based in Minne- 
apolis, exists to help Christians and Christian- 
adjacent individuals make sense of their lives 
and their faith. 

“A lot of us are post-evangelical and deal- 
ing with religious trauma from being told to 
deny ourselves and our identities,” says Pas- 
tor Emmy Kegler, a Co-Leader of Queer Grace 
Community, or QGC, “but were still looking 
for connection to God and to a church commu- 
nity in some form.” 

“А lot of our members have known what 
it's like to be denied access to their religious 
community or condemned by family,” Kegler 
continues. "The loss of community when com- 
ing out is one of the reasons we focus on social 
events and creating community connections." 

QGC holds four events a month, usually 
on Sundays, including worship, social events, 
game night and bible study. 

Queer Grace Community typically hosts a 
board game night at Mojo Coffee Gallery in 
Minneapolis, giving people a chance to con- 
nect. Photo courtesy of Queer Grace Commu- 
nity 

Worship is held Sunday evenings so mem- 
bers of QGC can maintain a connection with 
their home congregations Sunday mornings. 
QGC services include band-led music, scrip- 
ture, reflection time, communion and fellow- 
ship. 

In addition to worship, QGC organizes a 
free garage sale and clothing swap every few 
months. “We strive to provide a space where 
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folks can try on and take home gender-affirm- 
ing clothes and accessories for free in a non- 
gendered space," says QGC Co-Leader Emily 
Szeliga. 

At Mojo Coffee Gallery in Minneapolis, 
QGC hosts a board game night. “We purpose- 
fully hold it outside of the church because we 
want it to be a way for those who may be un- 
comfortable in a church setting to still be able 
to participate in the community," Szeliga says. 


THE GENESIS OF QGC 


Queer Grace Community is supported by 
Grace Lutheran Church in Northeast Minne- 
apolis. 

QGC got its start in 2017 when a member 
of Grace Lutheran approached Pastor Kegler, 
who is a Pastor at Grace Lutheran, about creat- 
ing a space for LGBTOIA+ Christians to con- 
nect. 

"There are so many affirming churches in 
the Twin Cities," Kegler says, “but a lot of them 
are mainline Protestant and may have certain 
liturgical practices that feel alien to post-evan- 
gelicals. We wanted to have a space where we 
could connect without strict denominational 
affiliation or membership, but still give people 


the option to maintain a connection with their 
home congregations." 

Today, more than 30 people regularly at- 
tend one or more QGC event. “Some members 
go to every worship, and some members never 
set foot in the church and only go to commu- 
nity events and culture nights," Szeliga says. 
"All are welcome and accepted community 
members. We aim to hold space for whoever 
wants it, however they need it." 

Grace Lutheran Church is the host congre- 
gration for Queer Grace Community and helps 
fund their mission. While QGC is a ministry of 
Grace Lutheran, you do not need to be a mem- 
ber of Grace to attend QGC events. 


"FULLY MYSELF" 


A Queer Grace Community member named 
Emily has been a part of the community since 
2018. She plays music during the evening wor- 
ship services. 

"The vibe is relaxed, friendly and welcom- 
ing," she says. "Emmy is a really inspiring pas- 
tor and her sermons are full of uplifting mes- 
sages." 

Pastor Emmy believes what happens out- 
side of worship is just as special as what hap- 


BY MIKE MARGOTTE 


pens during the service. 

Oueer Grace Community offers worship, 
Bible study, game night, and social events for 
Christians and Christian-adjacent LGBTOIA+ 
individuals. Photo courtesy of Oueer Grace 
Community 

“ think the hour we sit around for after 
worship and just chat and connect is as holy 
as what happens in worship," Kegler says, “be- 
cause it's deeply healing and restorative to find 
community again and hear your story reflected 
in others’.” 

As for Pastor Kegler's fellow Co-Leader, 
Emily Szeliga is very proud of the space 
they ve created. 

“I first came to a bible study with a cou- 
ple friends, and instantly fell in love with the 
space," Szeliga says. “As a queer neurodiver- 
gent person in previous religious spaces, I al- 
ways felt like I needed to hold back in order 
to fit in. At QGC, I know I can be fully myself. 
Ive learned so much about others, but also so 
much about myself. QGC has allowed me the 
space to explore and grow in my faith in a way 
I never thought possible." 

All the while, Queer Grace Community 
leaders realize that members are at different 
steps in their journey with their faith and their 
identity. 

“I and my co-eaders work hard to recog- 
nize that not everyone who comes to QGC 
events can be open about it in their circles of 
family and friends," Kegler says, “so we try to 
be careful about photos posted, people tagged 
on Instagram, what names we use where, and 
so on." 


GET CONNECTED 

Like so many parts of life, COVID-19 im- 
pacted QGC. 

"The pandemic definitely changed the 
shape of our community, and we're all still 
coming back from it in different ways," Pastor 
Kegler says. "We're seeing a hit to attendance, 
but we're also seeing a lot of new people who 
did some deep thinking while in social isolation 
and are looking for a place to connect more 
honestly with themselves and God." 

То see a list of upcoming Queer Grace 
Community events, you can Like their Face- 
book page or head to their website, www. 
queergracecommunity.com. While on their 
website, you can sign up to receive email up- 
dates or donate to support their community. H 


Mike Marcotte is an executive producer at KSTP- 
TV. You can read more of his profiles on Minnesota 
organizations benefitting the LGBTQ community 
on his website, www.givemethemike.com. 
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OUR HOMES 


OUR RIDES | BY RANDY STERN 


Acura: Tuned Into the Community 


We like to see ourselves in social media do- 
ing the things we love. That includes automo- 
tive enthusiasm and how we express our love 
for our vehicles. 

During June of this year, Acura featured 
three LGBTQ owners and enthusiasts in a so- 
cial media campaign that focused on their sto- 
ry with the brand. It was part of their "Tuned 
by Culture" campaign that focused on the di- 
versity of the people who enjoy their vehicles. 

The essence of the campaign was based on 
how Acura owners have made a statement with 
their vehicles. Part of it is rooted in the tuner 
culture that Acura and its parent company— 
American Honda Motor Co., Inc.—embraces. 

"So much of our community on our social 
channels are those very loyal, very passionate 
tuners," explains Allie Coulter, the Manager, 
Social Media Marketing, American Honda 
Motor Co., Inc. “We want to make sure that 
we honor them and have them be part of that 
conversation. We thought that it was a nice way 
to kind of bring together, have a way to cele- 
brate our fans and the voices of our fans, and 
really how our vehicles, their love for those, 
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and specifically modifying them top their par- 
ticular needs and desires, really brings people 
together." 

From that point, Acura's social media team 
lined up three enthusiasts for their June cam- 
paign: Tyson Hugie of Phoenix, Arizona; James 
Shine of Charlotte, North Carolina; and Keith 
Rodes of York, Pennsylvania represent three 


different takes on Acura ownership within their 
LGBTQ identities. 

Each of these people show their enthusiasm 
for the brand that demonstrates their expres- 
sion of it within their community. For Rodes, it 
is his black Acura TL Type S. For Shine, it is a 
tuned and lowered TLX. For Hugie, it is a col- 
lection of Acura models from the early 1990s. 
That collection includes two second-generation 
Integras, two second-generation Legends—a 
sedan and a coupe—a Vigor, and a first-gener- 
ation NSX. 

The three people chosen for this campaign 
were sourced through what Coulter called “so- 
cial listening." “Social [media] really should be 
an engagement,” explains Coulter. “It should 
be a conversation." 

'The conversation comes from the quotes 
given for each social media post. In his post, 
Shine said that he “always felt that [he] didn't 
belong in a lot of places. The car community 
definitely helped me shake that.” In Rodes' 
case, he said on his post that he was "just so 
happy to feel at home in the car community and 
to have a safe space." 

These are true statements for a lot of LG- 
BTQ automotive enthusiasts trying to fit into 
one of many clubs, events and cliques. 

However, Hugie gives this perspective in 
his post: "When you're a car fan, you're fam- 
ily, whether you're part of the [LGBTQ] com- 
munity or not." Hugie also added in his post: 
"That's what I love about being a car fanatic...it 
is the one overarching obsession we all share." 

How has this campaign been received on 


OUR RIDES BY RANDY STERN 


Acura's social media channels? Coulter reports 
that the month of June was Acura's best period 
for social content. According to Coulter, the 
campaign “outperformed our target by about 
20%. And we loved seeing how it really exceed- 
ed our expectations in [post engagement]. We 


loved seeing the conversation and the support 
within the comments.” 

The ultimate payoff for this campaign is to 
bridge these three Acura owners and enthusi- 
asts with others who may have seen these posts 
on their social media feeds. ^We like to be a posi- 
tive force in society recognizing and celebrating 
our customers," Coulter says, “the unique cul- 
tures, and the communities they're a part of, and 
how our vehicles are able to do that. It's very 
important for us, especially in social [media] 
where we have that unique ability to listen and 
to talk and engage with our fans and followers." 

Coulter further explains that Acura's cus- 
tomers *made an investment in the Acura 
brand. This is a great way for us to hear their 
stories [and] tell their stories. It's one of the 
ways that we can strengthen that relationship 
with all different kinds of our customers." 

If you see yourself in an advertisement or 
on social media, would that solidify your choice 
in your next vehicle? If you know of other auto- 
motive enthusiasts who are LGBTQ, would you 
like to connect with them—regardless of the 
type of vehicle they own? Would you even like 
to hang out with them? 


us 


'Thanks to the passion exhibited by Hugie, 
Rodes and Shine, this social media campaign 
became a portal for LGBTQ Acura owners and 
enthusiasts to celebrate their love for their ve- 
hicles. It was also a conversation starter. 

Shall we continue this conversation? Let's 
hope it never stops. H 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTO-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 

4698 or email advertising & 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 


MN ADOPT 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 


Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 


2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 
www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 


Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 


Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 


and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 
Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 
(952) 885-5409 
www.nwhealth.edu 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.dliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th FI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


The Museum of Russian Art 

Explore Russian art, music & culture 
through exhibitions & live events. The only 
one of its kind in the U.S. 

5500 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

(612) 821-9045 

www.tmora.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Dance Theatre 
Presenting masterful and inspiring dance 
through performance and education 
since 1962. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 338-0627 

www.mndance.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
heater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America’s 
leading symphony orchestras. 

111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


REAL ESTATE 

LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance 

The premier LGBTQ+ professional 
organization for real estate and housing 
professionals. "Advocate. Elevate. 
Celebrate." 

Р.О. Box 18491 

St. Paul, MN 55118 
www.realestatealliance.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SOGIAL SERVICES 

Children’s Home & LSS 

Proudly serving ALL children and families 
through foster care, adoption & post- 
adoption services. 

1605 Eustis St. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 646-7771 

welcome @chlss.org 

www.chiss.org 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive impact 
on our greater community. Volunteering for 
social & environmental causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 


Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11 to 24 with health 
care, mental health services, and basic 
needs services for youth experiencing 
homelessness. 

1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 

admin@face2face.org 
www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THE NETWORK 
AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE HOME SERVICES REAL ESTATE 


Serving you for over 100 years! S=SINCE 1914 Palm Springs Homes & Lifestyle 


ODERLIN 6000 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 | | JN +” 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area *612.387.3985 


Emergency Service Available | 
Roering Auto Body - Woman owned gency @ CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 


90 Dale St N., St Paul 55102 WWW.SODERLIN.COM © CurtLarsonHomes.com 


651-221-0919 Sum BERKSHIRE | California Ә CalBRE 801974318 
www.roeringautobody.com Licensed, Bonded & Insured HATHAWAY | Properties 


Schedule today to get ready for spring cruising Ta 


TAILORS 


GUN SHOPS 


After a Century of Service - 
We Know Our Business 


И YOUR TARGET? -— 


612-354-4764 
www.McOuillanBros.com 


INSURANCE Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
HEALTH & WELLNESS e» State Farm: Call 612-436-4698 


fitness with compassion 


Davina Baldwin Е 


de — m [M] LAVENDER LINK 
davina@davinabaldwin.com LE 


6262 Boone Ave. N € SIGN UP FOR LAVENDER'S 
Brooklyn Park MN 55428 ‘Davina M. Baldwin WEEKLY NEWSLETTER! 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 
www.davinabaldwin.com 1 SIMPLY VISIT THIS LINK 


® LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/LAVENDERLINK 


specializing in: 
weight loss cardio training 
women and senior fitness 


muscle mass and strength : | 
fitnesswithcompassion.com d 
fitnesswithcompassion@gmail.com certified personal\fainer 


Your sexual concern 
doesn't need to be a problem. 


The stigma stops here. ` 


CENTRE FOR | 
SEXUAL WELLNE 
612-208-7704 


www.centreforsexualwellness.org ` 


ID | Ll 
, 2 ADDRESS ALONG WITH 
E e YOUR NAME. 

SPECIALIZING IN: 

+ Auto + Home > Life 
* Relocations to the 
HOME SERVICES Twin Cities area 
State Farm Insurance CONFIRM YOUR SUBSCRIPTION. 
Office: (612) 781-3454 CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR A 
Cell: (612) 267-7696 | ^ ® CONFIRMATION EMAIL AND LINK. — 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


www.johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com (@ 


LAVENDER LINK IS A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
Rasldantial[& Cet heres Services WITH LINKS TO EXCLUSIVE STORIES ON 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM, CONTESTS, 


Tree Removal * Tree Trimming • Chipping * Stump Grinding REAL ESTATE LAVENDER EVENTS, AND MUCH MORE! 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments yc 
25+ yrs. Experience | G 
Credit Cards accepted -4 


LAVENDER LINK 


COLDWELL BANKER 
REALTY 


Office: 612-706-8210 
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OUR VOICES 


SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


OSSEO 


There are many ways to change the world. 
For example, some take to the streets and march 
with sheer numbers demanding change. Others 
stand on soapboxes, yelling into microphones 
with the hope that the powerful will listen. 

Still others—a small minority—resort to vio- 
lence and destruction, something that can scar a 
society’s soul. 

Т attempt to foster change differently. I believe 
in the power of human-to-human contact and the 
art of touching hearts. Its this philosophy that’s 
had me in locales like Oxford, Mississippi, Fort 
Hall, Idaho and Alexandria, Minnesota—places 
that aren't on anyone's list as venues for making 
the world better. 

Tve found that it's so much easier to reach 
people when you're on their turf, respectfully 
sharing ideas and inviting listeners in. Some- 
times, the invitation needs to be radical. 

All of this gets me to a mid-July Tuesday eve- 
ning when I stood in front of the Osseo (Minne- 
sota) School District school board as it was set 
to vote on adopting a transgender and nonbinary- 
affirming policy. A board member had asked me 
to be there to comment on the policy and even 
though I would have only three minutes to speak 
(this is the way it works in most public meetings 
of any kind), I was happy to do as reguested. 

In Minnesota, the state Department of Educa- 
tion mandates that school districts protect trans- 
gender and nonbinary students from bullying, 
and reguires that schools allow all students to use 
restrooms and locker rooms that correspond to 
their gender identity. 

Given this, one would expect that passing a 
gender-affirming policy would have been a no- 
brainer for the Osseo school board. However, 
that wasn't the case—a number of parents and 
concerned citizens, along with a couple board 
members, opposed the policy, citing how young, 
straight, cisgender kids might be turned gay or 
transgender with a more accepting school atmo- 
sphere. 

If only it were that easy. 

Thus, I sat near the front and listened as a 
half-dozen people rose to denounce the proposed 
policy. The naysayers included parents, religious 
leaders, and one person who reported that they 
had been transgender for several decades before 
God intervened to help them to understand that 
they weren't trans. That person spoke passion- 
ately about de-transitioning and how there really 
is no such thing as being "transgender"; instead, 
trans people are simply confused and misguided. 

It was when a second religious leader spoke 
that my heart began to hurt—not because he op- 
posed the policy, but rather because of what he 
shared about his personal story. 

The man related that growing up, he was la- 
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beled as being gay and bullied in school as a re- 
sult. He explained that the trauma made him be- 
lieve that he was gay, and for a decade after high 
school he identified as a gay man. Again, God 
intervened, and he smiled broadly as he shared 
that he now identifies as straight, complete with 
a wife and three children. He implored the board 
to reject the policy because of how it might influ- 
ence impressionable minds. 

I immediately felt this man's pain and his sto- 
ry touched me. How horrible, I thought. No one 
should ever have to endure such trauma—even 
someone who may be intolerant of me. 

When my name was called, I went to the po- 
dium and said that I favored the proposed gen- 
der-affirming policy because it would give young 
humans breathing room to figure out their own 
sexuality and gender identity. I also reminded the 
board that its mission was to inspire students to 
engage in a lifetime of learning; if so, that learn- 
ing should begin with students understanding 
themselves. 

At that point, I turned to the audience and 
spoke to the man/religious leader who had 
shared about being bullied. I said, "Your story 
hurt my heart and I'm so sorry that you went 
through that. I would welcome the opportunity to 
talk to you and to your congregation to see if we 
could find our commonalities and perhaps bridge 
what divides us." 

My words were grounded in compassion—to 
the point where I pushed back tears. There was 
no reason to shame or “other” the man, or even 
those like him. We'll never get to where we need 
to be with shaming or guilting. 

Isat down and listened to others who followed 
me, some pro, some con. When the comment pe- 
riod was over, I rose to leave. The man/religious 
leader I had addressed, who was in the back row, 
got up and approached me. 

Istopped and whispered, "I meant what I said. 
I'm sorry that you went through that." 

The man pulled back and offered, “I could tell 
that you were sincere, Ellie. Thank you." 

He asked for my business card and said that 
he'd reach out. 

Гуе not yet heard from the man, but maybe it 
doesn't matter. The 50 other people in the room 
got a glimpse of what pushing for radical change 
looks like. 

PS. The Osseo school board adopted the gen- 
der-affirming policy. Ё 


Ellen (Ellie) Krug, the author of Getting to Ellen: 

A Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender Change, 
speaks and trains on diversity and inclusion top- 
ics; visit www.elliekrug.com where you can also 
sign-up for her monthly e-newsletter, The Ripple. 
She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(d 
gmail.com. 


OUR VOICES 


JAMEZ SITINGS | BY JAMEZ L. SMITH 


MANGINA 
MONOLOGUES - V 
(TALKING OUT MY 

ASS) 


MM-V 

“Are you a top, 

or a bottom?” 

ОК... you need to get new reading material, hon, 
cuz that line of thinking is played out. 
Are you a top 

or a bottom? 

Do you give 

or receive? 

french 

or greek? 

active 

or passive? 

man 

or mouse? 

Are you straight or gay? 
dyke 

or lesbian? 

Trans? 

How Queer. 

Faggot? 

Breeder? 

Negro? 

Afro? 

That line of thinking 

is played out. 

I Am Jamés. 


Thank you. 
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